Before 1990, Camille Paglia, professor of humanities at Philadelphia’s University of
the Arts, was known primarily for her clectrifying performance in the classroom. Then
came the publication of Paglia’s Sexwa! Personse: Art and Decadence From Nefertiti to
Emily Dickinson, a':sweeping book that moves with dizzying speed from the days of
cave art to the ninetcenth century. Sexual Personae makes the case that man creates art
as a defensive response to woman’s terrifying cosmic power—specifically, her sexual
and procreative force. Suddenly Paglia became an infernational celebrity and had many
opportunitics to express her controversial views. She has been both revered and reviled
for making statements like these: “Male aggression and lust are the energizing factors
in culture” and “If I ever got into a dating situation where I was overpowered and
raped, I would say, ‘Oh well, I misread the signals.”™ Born in 1947, Paglia earned her
doctorate from Yale University, where her Ph.D. thesis was an early version of Sexual
Personace. Sex, Art, and American Culture: Essays (1992), Vamps and Tramps: New
Essays (1994), and Alfred Hircheock’s “The Birds® (1998) are Paglia’s latest warks.
Formerly a columnist for Salen online magazine, she is a contributing editor to Trter-
view magazine and appears frequently on television programs to provide commentary
on pop culture and gender issues. The following selection, written in Paglia®s char-
acteristically provocative style, first appeared i New York Newsdayin 1991.

Pre-Reading Journal Entry

How would you define “date rape™? Use your journal to formulate a prelimi nary def-
inidon. Working as quickly as you can, jot down your preliminary thoughts about
what it is and what it isn’t. -

Rape: A Bigger Danger
Than Feminists Know

Rape is an outrage that cannot be tolerated in civilized society. Yet fem-
inism, which has waged a crusade for rape to be taken more seriously, has put
young women in danger by hiding the truth about sex from them.

-In dramatizing the pervasiveness of rape, feminists have told young
women that before they have sex with a man, they must give consent as
explicit as a legal contract’s. In this way, young women have been con-
vinced that they have been the victims of rape. On elite campuses in the
Northeast and on the West Coast, they have held consciousness-raising ses-
sions, petitioned administrations, demanded inquests. At Brown University,
outraged, panicky “victims” have scrawled the names of alleged attackers
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on the walls of women’s rest rooms. What marital rape was to the ’70s,
“date rape” is to the "90s.

- The incidence and seriousness of rape do not require this kind of exag-
-geration. Real acquaintance rape is nothing new. It has been a horrible
problem for women for all of recorded history. Once, father and brothers
protected women from rape. Once, the penalty for rape was death. I come
from a fierce Italian tradition where, not so long ago in the motherland, a
rapist would end up knifed, castrated, and hung out to dry.

But the old clans and small rural communities have broken down. In our
cities, on our campuses far from home, young women are vulnerable and
defenseless. Feminism has not prepared them for this. Feminism keeps say-
ing the sexes are the same. It keeps telling women they can do anything, go
anywhere, say anything, wear anything. No, they can’t. Women will always
be in sexuval danger. _

One of my male students recently slept overnight with a friend in a pas-
sageway of the Great Pyramid in Egypt. He described the moon and sand,
the ancient silence and eerie echoes. T am a woman. I will never experience
that. T am not stupid enough to believe I could ever be safe there. There is
a world of solitary adventure I will never have. Women have always known
these somber truths. But feminism, with its pie-in-the-sky fantasies about the
perfect world, keeps young women from seeing life as it is.

We must remedy social injustice whenever we can. But there are some
things we cannot change. There are sexual differences that are based in biol-
ogy. Academic feminism is lost in a fog of social constructionism, Tt believes
we are totally the product of our environment. This idea was invented by
Rousseau.! He was wrong. Emboldened by dumb French language theory,
academic feminists repeat the same hollow slogans over and over to each
other, Their view of sex is naive and prudish. Leaving sex to the feminists is
like letting your dog vacation at the taxidermist’s.

The sexes arc at war. Men must struggle for identity against the over-
whelming power of their mothers. Women have menstruation to tell them
they are women. Men must do or risk something to be men. Men become
masculine only when other men say they are. Having sex with a woman is
one way a boy becomes a man.

College men are at their hormonal peak. They have just left their moth-

ers and are questing for their male identity. In groups, they are dangerous. A

woman going to a fraternity party is walking into Testosterone Flats, full of
prickly cacti and blazing guns. If she goes, she should be armed with resolute
alertness. She should arrive with girlfriends and leave with them. A girl who
lets herself get dead drunk at a fraternity party is a fool. A girl who goes
upstairs alone with a brother at a fraternity party is an idiot. Feminists call
this “blaming the victim.” I call it common sense.

'A French political writer and philosopher (1712-78) (editors’ note).

For a decade, feminists have drilled their disciples to say, “Rape is a crime

of violence but not of sex.” This sugar-coated Shirley Temple nonsense has *
g Y p

exposed young women to disaster. Misled by feminism, they do not expect
rape from the nice boys from good homes who sit next to them in class.

Aggression and eroticism, in fact, are deeply intertwined. Hunt, pursuit
and capture are biologically programmed into male sexuality. Generation
after generation, men must be educated, refined, and ethically persuaded
away from their tendency toward anarchy and brutishness. Society is not the
enemy, as ferninism ignorantly claims. Society is woman’s protection against
rape. Feminism, with its solemn Carry Nation? repressiveness, does not see
what is for men the eroticism or fun element in rape, especially the wild,
infectious delirium of gang rape. Women who do not understand rape can-
not defend themselves against it.

The date-rape controversy shows feminism hitting the wall of its own
broken promises. The women of my *60s generation were the first respect-
able girls in history to swear like sailors, get drunk, stay out all night—in
short, to act like men. We sought total sexual freedom and equality, But as
time passed, we woke up to cold reality. The old double standard protected
women. When anything goes, it’s women who losc. _

Today’s young women don’t know what they want, They see that femi-
nism has not brought sexual happiness. The theatrics of public rage over date
rape are their way of restoring the old sexual rules that were shattered by my
generation. Yet nothing about the sexes has really changed. The comic film
Where the Boys Are (1960), the ultimate cxpression of *50s man-chasing, still
speaks directly to our time. It shows smart, lively women skillfully anticipat-
ing and fending off the dozens of strategies with which horny men try to get
them into bed. The agonizing date-rape subplot and climax are brilliantly

done. The victim, Yvette Mimieux, makes mistake after mistake, cbvious to-

the other girls. She allows hersclf to be lured away from her girlfriends and
into isolation with boys whose character and intentions she misreads. Where
the Bays Are tells the truth. Tt shows courtship as a dangerous game in which
the signals are not verbal but subliminal.

Neither militant feminism, which is obsessed with politically correct lan-
guage, nor academic feminism, which believes that knowledge and experience

are “constituted by” langunage, can understand preverbal or nonverbal com-

munication. Feminism, focusing on sexual politics, cannot see that sex exists
in and through the body. Sexual desire and arousal cannot be fully translated
into verbal terms. This is why men and women misunderstand each other.
Trying to remake the future, feminism cut itself off from sexual history.
It discarded and suppressed the sexual myths of literature, art and religion.
Those myths show us the turbulence, the mysteries and passions of sex. In
mythology we see men’s sexual anxiety, their fear of woman’s dominance.

%A nineteenth-century reformer who advocated the abolition of alcohol (cditors” note),
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Much sexual vielence is rooted in men’s sense of psychological weakness
toward women. It takes many men to deal with one woman. Woman’s vorac-
ity is a persistent motif. Clara Bow,? it was rumored, took on the USC* foot-
ball team on weekends, Marilyn Monroe, singing “Diamonds Are a Giil’s
Best Friend,” rules a conga line of men in tuxes. Half-clad Cher, in the video
for “If I Could Turn Back Time,” deranges a battleship of screaming sailors
and straddles a pink-lit cannon. Feminism, coveting social power, is blind to
woman’s cosmic sexual power.

To understand rape, you must study the past. There never was and never
will be sexyal harmony. Every woman must be prudent and cautious about
where she goes and with whom. When she makes a mistake, she must accept
the consequences and, through self-criticism, resolve never to make that mis-
take again.. Running to mommy and daddy on the campus grievance com-
mittee is unworthy of strong women. Posting lists of guilty men in the toi-
let is cowardly, infantile stuff,

The Italian philosophy of life espouses high-energy confrontatmn A
male student makes a vulgar remark about your breasts? Don’t slink off to
whimper with the campus shrinking violets. Deal with'it. On the spot. Say,
“Shut up, you jerk! And crawl back to the barnyard where you belong!” In
general, women who project this tike-charge attitude toward life get
harassed less often. T see too many dopey, immature, self-pitying women
walking around like melting sticks of butter. It’s the Yvette Mimieux syn-
drome: make me happy. And listen to me weep whien I’m not.

The date-rape debate is already smothering in propaganda churned out
by the expensive Northeastern colleges and universities, with their over-
concentration of boring, uptight academic femitists and spoiled, affluent
students. Beware of the deep manipulativeness of rich students who were
neglected by their parents. They love to turn the campus into hysterical psy-

- chodramas of sexual transgression, followed by assertions of parental author-
ity and concern. And don’t look for sexual enlightenment from academe,
which spews out mountains of books but never looks at life directly.

As a fan of football and rock music, I see in the simple, swaggering mas-
culinity of the jock and in the noisy posturing of the heavy-metal guitarist
certain fundamental, unchanging truths about sex. Masculinity is aggressive,
unstable, combustible. It is also the most creative cultural force in history.
Women must reorient themselves toward the elemental powers of sex, which
can strengthen or destroy.

‘The only solution to date rape is female self-awareness and self-control. A
woman’s number-one line of defense against rape is herself. When a real rape
occurs, she should report it to the police. Complaining to college committees

becanse the courts “take too long™ is ridiculous. College administrations are-

A movic star from the Roaring Twenties era (editors’ note),
“University of Southern California (editors’ note)
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not a branch of the judiciary. They are not equipped or trained for legal
inquiry. Colleges must alert incoming students to the problems and dangers
of adulthood. Then colleges must stand back and get out of the sex game.

Questions for Close Reading

1. What is the selection’s thesis? Locate the sentence(s) in which Paglia states her
main idea. If she doesn’t state the thesis explicitly, express it in your own words.

2, In Paglia’s opinion, why are women more “vulnerable and defenseless” now than
in the past? '

3. According to Paglia, what “truth about sex” has feminism hidden from young
women? '

-4. What does Paglia believe is “the only solution to date rape”?

5. Refer to your dictionary as needed to define the following words used in the selec-

tion: inguests (paragraph 2), testosterone (8), constituted (13), grievance (15), and
Judiciary (19). . ' :

Questions About the Writer’s Craft

1. The pattern. Examine the way Paglia develops her argument in paragraphs 6
and 8. Which of her assertions in these paragraphs can be assumed to be true with-
out further proof2 Why do you think Paglia includes these essentially incontestable
statements? Conversely, which of her assertions in paragraphs 6 and § require fur-
ther proof before their truth can be demonstrated? Does Paglia provide such sup-
port? Explain.

Other patterns, How does Paglia use the comparison-contrast pattern to devel-

op her argument?

3. Paglia’s style is frequently characterized by short sentences strung together with
few transitions. Locate some examples of this style. Why might Paglia have cho-
sen this style? What is its effect?

4. Where does Paglia use emotional, highly connotative language? Where does she
employ strongly worded absolute statements? Do you think that this use of pathos
makes Paglia’s argument more or less convincing? Explain.

b

Writing Assignments Using Argumentation-Persuasion
as a Pattern of Development

GO 1. Read Susan Jacoby’s “Common Decency™ (page 401), an essay that takes excep

tion to Paglia’s view of date rape, Decide which writer presents her case more con-
vincingly. Then write an essay arguing that the other writer has trouble making a
strong case for her position. Consider the merits and flaws (including any logical
fallacies) in the argument, plus such issues as the writer’s credibility, strategics
for dealing with the opposing view, and use of emotional appeals. Throughout
support your opinion with specific examples drawn from the selection. Keep in
mind that you’re critiquing the cffectiveness of the writer’s argument. It’s not
appropriate, then, simply to explain why you agree or disagree with the writer’s
position or merely to summarize what the writer says




CO 2. Paglia criticizes those who claim that the environment, or sacial climate, is pri-

marily responsible for shaping gender differences. She believes that such differ-
ences “are based in biology.” Write an essay arguing your own position about the
role that eavironment and biology play in determining sex-role attimdes and
behavior. Remembering to acknowledge oppaosing views, defend your own view-
point with plentiful examples based on your experiences and observations. You
may also need to conduct some library research to gather support for your posi-
tion. The following essays will provide insights that you may want to draw upon
in your paper: Barbara Ehrenreich’s “What I've Learned From Men” (page 166)
and Dave,Barry’s “The Ugly Truth About Beauty™ (page 277).

Writing Assignments Combining
Patterns of Development

3. Paglia writes in paragraph 7 that “men become masculine only when other men
say they are, Having sex with a woman is one way a boy becomes a man.” Write
an essay constructing your own definition of masculinity. Comment on the extent
to which you feel being sexually active is an important criterion, but also include
other hallmarks and exameples of masculinity.

E 4. Date rape seems to be on the rise. Brainstorm with others to identify what may be

leading to its growing occurrence. Focusing on several related fiactors, write an
essay showing how these factors contribute to the problem. Possible factors
include the following; the way males and females are depicted in the media (adver-
tisements, movies, television, rock videos); young people’s use of alcohol; the
emergence of coed college dorms. At the end of the essay, offer some recommen-
dations about steps that can be taken to create a safer climate for dating. You
should consider supporting your speculations with information about date rape
gathered in the library and /or on the Internet.

~ Writing Assignment Using a Journal
Entry as a Starting Point

E 5. Drawing upon the material in your pre-reading journal entry, write an essay in

‘which you present a carefully considered definition of the term “date rape.”
Explain clearly what constitutes date rape and what doesn’t. To deepen your
understanding of this thorny issue, consider brainstorming with others as well as
conducting research in the library and /or on the Internet. One issue to consider:
Do males and females define the term differently? If so, how do they define it, and
why might their definitions differ?

Susin Jacoby

In her first job as a newspaper reporter, Susan Jacoby (1945— ) carefully avoided

doing “women’s stories,” believing that such features weren’t worthy of a serious
journalist. However, Jacoby’s opinion changed with the times, especially as women’s
issues began to gain increasing attention. Indeed, many of her essa}!s——including
those in the New York Times and MeCall’s—have dealt with women’s concerns.
Several of Jacoby’s essays have been collected in The Possible She (1979) and Money,
Manners, and Movals (1993), In 1994, she coauthored the biography Soul o Seul: A
Black Russian American Family 1865-1992, Jacoby’s most recent books include Body
and Geetrivia Sports, both published in 1996; Half-Jew: A Daughter’s Seavch for Her
Family’s Buvied Past (2000); and Freethinkers: A History of American Seculnvism
(2004). The following selection, published in the New York Timesin April 1991, was
written in response to the book Sexual Personae by Camille Paglia (see page 395).

Pre-Reading Journal Entry

The phrase “boys will be boys”™ is often cited to explain certain types of male behay-
ior. What kinds of actions typically fall into this category? List a few of these in your
journal. Which behaviors are positive? Why? Which are negative? Why?

Common Decency

She was deeply in love with a man who was treating her badly. To assuage
her wounded ego (and to prove to herself that she could get along nicely
without him), she invited another man, an old boyfriend, to a dinner 4 deux
in her apartment. They were on their way to the bedroom when, having real-
ized that she wanted only the man who wasn’t there, she changed her mind.
Her ex-boyfriend was understandably angry. He left her apartment with a
not-so-politely phrased request that she leave him out of any future plans.

And that is the end of the story—except for the fact that he was eventu-
ally kind enough to accept her apology for what was surely a classic case of
“mixed signals.”

I often recall this incident, in which I was the embarrassed female par-
ticipant, as the controversy over “date rape”—intensified by the assault that
William Kennedy Smith! has been accused of—heats up across the nation..

'William Kennedy Smith, the nephew of John, Robert, and Edward Kennedy, was accused of
raping a woman in 1991. Kennedy was acquitted, bur the trial, broadcast on television, cr mr&d
a national furor and generated heated debate on the issue of date rape (editors’ note}. .
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What seems clear to me is that those who place acquaintance rape in a dif-

ferent category from “stranger rape”—those who excuse friendly social

- rapists on grounds that they are too dumb to understand when “no” means
no—are being even more insulting to men than to women.
~ These apologists for date rape—and some of them are women—are real-
ly saying that the average man cannot be trusted to exercise any impulse con-
trol. Men are nasty and men are brutes—and a woman must be constantly on
“her guard to avoid giving a man any excuse to give way to his baser instincts.

If this view were accurate, few women would ma.nagc to get throygh life
without being raped, and few men would fail to commit rape. For the reali-
ty is that all of us, men as well as women, send and receive innumerable

- mixed signals in the course of our sexual lives—and that is as true in marital
beds at age fifty as in the back seats of cars at age fifreen.

Most men somehow manage to decode these signals without using supe-
rior physical strength to force themselves on their partners. And most
women manage to handle conflicting male signals without, say, picking up
carving knives to demonstrate their displeasure at sexual rejection. This is
called civilizadon. :

Civilized is exactly what my old boyfriend was being when he didn’t use
my muddleheaded emotional distress as an excuse to rape me. But I don’t
owe him ecxcessive gratitude for his decent behavior—any more than he
would have owed me special thanks for not stabbing him through the heart
if our situations had been reversed. Most date rapes do not happen because
a man honestly mistakes 2 woman’s “no” for a “yes” or a “maybe.” They
occur because a minority of men—an ugly minority, to be sure—can’t stand
to take “no” for an answer.

This minority behavior—and a culture that excuses it on grounds that
boys will be boys—is the target of the movement against date rape that has
surfaced on many campuses during the past year.

It’s not surprising that date rape is an issue of particular importance to
college-age women. The campus concentration of large numbers of young
people, in an unsupervised environment that encourages drinking and par-
tying, tends to promote sexual aggression and discourage inhibition. Drunk-

-en young men who rape a woman at a party can always claim they didn’t
know what they were doing—and a great many people will blame the victim
for having been there in the first place.

That is the line adopted by antifeminists like Camille Paglia,? author of
the controversial Sexual Personne: Art and Decadence From Nefertiti to Emily
Dickinson. Paglia, whose views strongly resemble those expounded twenty
years ago by Norman Mailer® in The Prisoner of Sex, argues that feminists have

?For information on Camille Paglia, see page 395 (editors’ note),
3An American essayist and novelist (editors’ note).
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deluded women by telling them they can go anywhere and do anything with-

out fear of rape. Feminism, in this view, is both naive and antsexual becanse

it ignores the power of women to incite uncontrollable male passions.

Just to make sure there is no doubt about a woman’s place, Paglia also

links the male sexual aggression that leads to rape with the creative energy of
art. “There is no female Mozart,” she has declared, “because there is no
female Jack the Ripper.” According to this “logic,” one might expect to dis-
cover the next generation of composers in fraternity houses and dorms that
have been singled out as sites of brutal gang rapes.

This type of unsubtle analysis makes no distinction between sex as an
expression of the will to power and sex as a source of pleasure. When domi-
nation is seen as an inevitable component of sex, the act of rape is defined
not by a man’s actions but by a woman’s signals.

It is true, of course, that some women (especially the young) initially

resist sex not out of real conviction but as part of the elaborate persuasion -

and seduction rituals accompanying what was once called courtship. And it
is true that many men (again, especially the young) take pride in the ability
to coax a woman a step further than she intended to go.

But these mating rituals do not justify or even cxplain date rape. Even
the most callow youth is capable of understanding the difference between
resistance and genuine fear; between a halfhearted “no, we shouldn’t” and
tears or screams; between a woman who is physically free to leave a room and
one who is being physically restrained.

The immorality and absurdity of using mixed signals as an excuse for
rape is cast in high relief when the assault involves one woman and a group
of men. In cases of gang rape in a social setting (usually during or after a
party), the defendants and their lawyers frequently claim that group sex took
place but no force was involved. These upright young men, so the defense
invariably contends, were confused because the girl had voluntarily gone to
a party with them. Why, she may have even displayed sexual interest in one
of them. How could they have been expected to understand that she didn’t
wish to have sex with the whole group?

The very existence of the term “date rape™ attests to a slow change in
women’s consciousness that began with the feminist movement of the late
1960s. Implicit in this consciousness is the conviction that a woman has the
right to say no at any point in the process leading to sexual intercourse—and
that a man who fails to respect her wishes should incur serious legal and
social consequences. '

The other, equally important half of the equation is respect for men. If
mixed signals are the real cause of sexual assault, it behooves every woman
to regard every man as a potential rapist.

In such a benighted universe, it would be impossible for a woman (and,
let us not forget, for a man) to engage in the tentative emotional and physical
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GO 1. Jacoby feels that Camille Paglia and others “excuse . .

exploration that eventually produces a mature erotic life. She would have to
make up her mind right from the start in order to prevent a rampaging male
from misreading her intentions. _

Fortunately for everyone, neither the character of men nor the general
quality of relations between the sexes is that crude. By censuring the minor-
ity of men who use ordinary socializing as an excuse for rape, feminists insist
on sex as a source of pure pleasure rather than as a means of social control,
Real men want an eager sexual partner—not a woman who is quaking with
fear or even one who is ambivalent. Real men don’t rape.

Questions for Close Reading

1. What is the selection’s thesis? Locate the sentence(s) in which Jacoby stares her
main idea. If she doesn’t state the thesis explicitly, express it in your own words.

2. Why does Jacoby feel thar she doesn’t owe her old boyfriend a great deal of grat-
itude, even though she sent mixed signals about what type of relationship she
wanted? :

3. What does Jacoby mean in paragraph 6 by her comment, “This is called civiliza-
tion”? How does this comment support her thesis?

4. Why does Jacoby think that it’s insulting to men to accept Paglia’s notion that
men are ruled by uncontrollable passions?

5. Refer to your dictionary as needed to define the following words used in the selec-
tion: apologists (paragraph 4), deluded (10), unsubtie (12), dmplicir (16), benigh-
ed (18), eroric (18), rampaging (18), and ambivalent (19).

Questions About the Writer’s Craft

1. The pattern. One way to refute an idea is to carry it to its logical extreme, thus .

revealing its inherent falsity or absurdity. This technique is called reduction ad
absurdum. Examine paragraphs 4-5 and 15 and explain how Jacoby uses this tech-
nique to refute Paglia’s position on date rape.

2. Other patterns. Locate places in the essay where Jacoby compares and contrasts
male and female behavior or the behavior of rapists and nonrapists, How does her
use of comparison-contrast help her build her argument?

3. What introduction technique (see pages 52-54) does Jacoby use to begin the
essay? How does this type of introduction help her achieve her persuasive goal?

4. How would you characterize Jacoby’s tone? Identify specific sentences and words

that convey this tone. What effect might Jacoby have hoped this tone would have
on readers? ' :

Writing Assignments Using Argumentation-Persuasion
as a Pattern of Development

. rapists.” If you haven’t
already done so, read “Rape: A Bigger Danger Than Feminists Know” (page 395)
to see what Paglia says about who bears primary responsibility for preventing rape.

19

Then decide to what degree you feel men who commit date rape should be held
accountable for their actions. Argue your position in an essay, making reference to
both Jacoby’s and Paglia’s ideas to support your case, Also include reasons and
evidence of your own. C

2. Determine what your campus is doing about date rape. Does it have a formal pol-
icy defining date rape, a hearing process, ongoing workshops, discussions during
orientation for incoming students? Write a paper explaining how your college
deals with date rape. Then argue either that more attention should be devoted to
this issue or that your college has adopted fair and comprehensive measures to deal
with the problem. If you feel the college should do more, indicate what addition-
al steps should be taken.

Writing Assignments Combining
Patterns of Development

3. Jacoby acknowledges that males and females often send “mixed signals” and cause
each other confusion. Select one time that you found “mixed signals” with a per-
son of the opposite sex to be a problem. For example, you might have conflicted
because of different ways of expressing anger or because of dissimilar styles in ask-
ing for support. In an essay of your own, recount what happened and explore the
reason(s) why you think such mixed signals occurred.

Interview some people, both males and females, to determine their definition of
date rape. In an essay, discuss any differences between the two sexes” perspectives.
That done, present your own definition of date rape, explaining what it is and
what it isn’t.

-

Writing Assignment Using a Journal Entry
as a Starting Point

E 5. Some people believe that “boys-will-be-boys™ behavior is potentially dangerous

and therefore not acceptable. Others argue that it is perfectly innocent and there-
fore permissible. What do you think? Drawing upon your pre-reading journal
entry, write an essay taking a position on this issue. Provide persuasive examples
to support your viewpoint, refuting as much of the opposing argument as you can.
Discussing the topic with others and doing some research in the library and /or on
the Internet will broaden your understanding of this complex issue.




